
 

Killamarsh Infant and Nursery School’s Reading Spine 

 
At Killamarsh Infant and Nursery School we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of 
core, high quality texts for each year group from Nursery to Year 2. It consists of 
wide range of books to inspire and enthuse children’s reading.  
 
We are incredibly passionate about providing children with high quality texts to 
help them become confident, lifelong readers. They are shared with all the 
children in different ways. 
 

The books on the spine are a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry to ensure 
children explore a breadth of text types and genres to help them find their 
favourite. We have also included texts which are diverse, encourage oral 
storytelling and promote wellbeing. 

 

 

Book Title and Author Book Description 
 

 
 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
 

Judith Kerr 
 

 

Classic Story Book 

The doorbell rings just as Sophie and her 
mummy are sitting down to tea. Who could 
it possibly be? What they certainly don't 
expect to see at the door is a big furry, stripy 
tiger! 

This warm and funny picture book story is 
perfect for reading aloud, or for small 
children to read to themselves time and 
again. First published in 1968 and never out 
of print, it has become a timeless classic 
enjoyed and beloved by generations of 
children. The magic begins at teatime! 



 

 
 

Owl Babies 
 

Martin Waddell 

 

 
Classic Story Book 
 
A gentle tale of three baby owls reassures 
young children that Mummy will always 
come home. Three baby owls, Sarah, Percy 
and Bill, wake up one night in their hole in a 
tree to find that their mother has gone. So 
they sit on a branch and wait... Darkness 
gathers and the owls grow anxious, 
wondering when their mother will return. 
But, at last, she does and they bounce up 
and down with joy, welcoming her home. 

 

 

 
 

Blown Away  
 

Rob Biddulph 

 

 

Modern Picture Book 
 

Meet a fearless blue penguin on an 
unexpected journey. 

It’s a windy day, and he has a brand-new kite 
– but where’s he going on this maiden flight? 

 

 

 
 

Look Up  
 

 Nathan Bryon 

 

 
Modern Picture Book 

 
Meet hilarious, science-mad chatterbox, 
Rocket - she's going to be the greatest 
astronaut, star-catcher, space-traveller that 
has ever lived! But... can she convince her 
big brother to stop looking down at his 
phone and start LOOKING UP at the stars? 
 
Bursting with energy and passion about 
science and space, this heart-warming, 
inspirational picture book will have readers 
turning off their screens and switching on 
to the outside world. 
 

  
Poetry 

 



 
 

Chomp, Stomp Big Roars, Hear Come the 
Dinosaurs  

 
Nick Sharratt 

 

A brilliant third action rhymes book from the 
perfect duo of Kaye Umansky and Nick 
Sharratt. Following on from Tickle my Nose 
and Wiggle My Toes, this book focusses on 
the perennial favourites, dinosaurs, and 
boasts a whole host of brand new 
interactive fun rhymes about all sorts of 
things. Illustrated with Nick Sharratt's 
superbly vibrant and fantastic dinosaur 
characters, this is a popular and hilarious 
book. 
 

 

 
 

Poems to Perform  
 

Julia Donaldson 

 

 
Poetry 

 
In Poems to Perform, Julia Donaldson has 
chosen poems with performance by children 
in mind, and her notes and ideas on 
performing them are included in a special 
section at the end of the book. 
 
From the author of The Gruffalo, Julia's 
passionate belief that performance can help 
children enjoy reading and grow in 
confidence is informed by her own 
experience both as a child and now, working 
with groups of children to bring stories, 
poems and songs to life. 

 

 
 

A Planet Full of Plastic  
 

Neal Layton 
 

 
Non-Fiction 

 
Our world is drowning in plastic, and it's a 
big problem. Award-winning author-
illustrator Neal Layton is here to explain 
where plastic comes from, why it doesn't 
biodegrade, and why that's dangerous for 
animals and humans alike. But he's also 
FULL of ideas for how you can help! From 
giving up straws in juice cartons to recycling 
all we can and taking part in a beach 
clean, A Planet Full of Plastic will get young 
readers excited about how they can make a 
difference to keep Planet Earth happy. 
 

  
Non-Fiction 



 
 

Why Should I Brush My Teeth  
 

Katie Daynes 

 

 
Why don't animals have toothbrushes? And 
why do baby teeth fall out? Should 
everyone brush their teeth? Curious young 
children can discover the answers to these 
questions and many more in this 
entertaining book, with over 30 flaps to lift, 
gentle humour and easy-to-understand text 
on every page. 

 

 
 

The Colour Monster  
 

Anna Llenas 

 

 
Modern Story Book 

 
One day, Colour Monster wakes up feeling 
very confused. His emotions are all over the 
place; he feels angry, happy, calm, sad and 
scared all at once! To help him, a little girl 
shows thim what each feeling means 
through colour. 
 
What is the Colour Monster feeling? And 
can you help him feel a little less mixed up? 
 
A gentle exploration of feelings for young 
and old alike. 

 

 
 

On the Way Home  
 

 Jill Murphy 

 

 
Classic Story Book 

 
 
Claire has hurt her knee so she sets off 
home to tell her mum all about it. On the 
way she meets her friends and tells them 
how the fall happened. But just how did it 
happen . . .? Was she dropped by a wolf, a 
slithering snake, an enormous dragon or a 
hairy gorilla?! 
 
On the Way Home is a fantastic journey of 
the imagination that every small child who 
tells the occasional tall tale will relate to! A 
bestselling classic that has been delighting 
readers for forty years. 
 

  
Modern Story Book 



 
Supertato 

 
Sue Hendra 

 

 
Meet Supertato! He's always there for you 
when the chips are down. He's the 
supermarket superhero with eyes 
everywhere - but now there's a pea on the 
loose. A very, very naughty pea. 
Has Supertato finally met his match? 

 

 
 

Shhh!  
 

Sally Grindley 

 

 
Classic Story Book 

 
Shhh! You are about to enter a giant's 
castle. Be very quiet. Can you get through 
the book without waking up the enormous 
scary giant? What will you do if he wakes 
up? Why shut the book of course! 
 
An interactive retelling of a classic fairy tale 
with flaps and peepholes that will keep 
children hooked! From the bestselling, 
award-winning author Sally Grindley, this is 
the perfect book for reading aloud and 
sharing together. 

 


